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Werthy SIR, 


Honyh [ ara' 2 Friend to the Church of 
Eng 4 nd, and Conforimableto,her Elta- 
bliſf.menes , 4s the Law ebligeth me, 

ye ct I have a greater Friecd{! !11p for true Religion 

in the geteral i in waat Habic or Dreſs ſoever I 

find it, and 4mongſ waaiſoever different Opini- 

ons and Periwaſions, I do not think any one ſort 
of Men do ingroſs all rrue Religion to themſelves. 


_ Apolles an Eph is had 1 doubt nor as gqod Chriſti- 


ans ain ongt th their Followers as Paul himſelf had. 
Their fiyvic was vant of Goed-will oac rowards 
another, though of diflerent Sets, {he Sincere 
F = " 3* | s_- 
Confſcien-:0:s ian, that 1s Plous to his God, and 
Honetit 2::d Juitco nis NeighÞeur ; tae 1ſraclite 


indeed, it1 whom there is no Gu we, where-ever I 
ens him, woegaer art the * ar with his Bezds,or in 
the Public. + Church, orinthe Privace Conventicle 
this ts the NManlike to bes 2 $004 Cheri tian, anda 
Member of thar Catbeiick Charch 1 ch] hllovas 


And being thus periwaded, Thee; ofien with a 

melancko y Hear: o>{erv:d and reſleiicd upon 
| oy 

the crou'ed ' 


? = 


| ſtate of Religion in this Nation for 
A@: overal 


(4) 
I -foyerat Years paſt, and the dire Confequenees thar 
havebeen amongſt us of our ſevere Penal Laws, -in 
matters of Religion, made-to Gratihe one. party. 
of Men only, andto Supprels and: Ruin «y the 
reſt, I could not without Compati:onate and Bleed- 
ing Thoughts tee and hear of ſo many Perſons of 
Sober and Vertuous Lives, and ( as I cannot bur 
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believe) very good Chriſtians, tobe ſtript of 


their Goods and Eſtates, their Perſons Impriſoned, 
or at leaſt forc'd to Quit and Fly from their Habi. 
| t:itions,aad their Wives and Children Undone and 
brought ro Want. and. all becaule they could not 
. Conform to che Impolitions of this one. Party of 
Men. And theſe Thoughts have ſometimes led 
me further to conſider how confiitent Laws of 
this Nature are with Chriſtianity and Policy. * If 
| the things Impoſe.i be in cheir own nature indiffe. 
rent to be dune or not done, then methinks it can 
hardly be good Chritilanity to Impoſe them, and 
ſeemsto be quite centrary tothe fence of St Paul 
in his f piſtle to the Romans, chap. 14. If neceſſa- 
ry that Legillation ought to be Infallible that will 
impoſe any thing as fuch. Nay even then they 
. 0u1ght nor to be Impoſed, for to force me to change 
-my Opinion is out of the Power of a Law, and 
,even ou: of my own Power todo; and to act 
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contrary tomy Opinion and Conſcience is not fit- 


| ſire for a Chriſtian Legillation co Impoſe. And for 


the Policy of it, moſt certainly it can't be good. 
All Lawsought to be levcll'd arthe common good 
of the People, and as-comprehenitve as may be for 
all Intereits, & this renders a Governm Int Safe and 
Steddy.: But when Laws are mad? with regard 
only to a par-icular-party of Men, and againſt the 
[ntereſt and Inclination of as-great or a greater 
Number, this in-probability muſt render a Govern- 
ment Hazardous and Unſtzble. A&nd this we find 
by woful Experience does continue and hight:n 
our Diviſions, and makes our Brcaches wider. It 
puts a {2jf:culty upon-the Prince too, that he mult 
neceſlarily Govern with the Diſguſt and Ditcon- 
tent of a grear -part of his People. Nay, and 

eihapsro his own Diſcontent and Diilatifation 
allo. Fora Mild and Merciful Prince cannot de- 
light in Executing Se-erity, anda Prince of tender 


Conſcience 'may perhaps doubt whether Laws of 


this Nature be not void in fero Conſtencie. and there- 
fore not tobe pur in Execution. Bur before I 
can think cheſechoughts, chough I fancy my ſelf 
interrupted by'a Zealous Church of Eneland-Man, 
who comes full Mouth to tell the neceſlity of theſe 
Penal Laws, for that ſome of the Diſlenters from 

-the 
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the eftabliſh'd Religion 6wn' a Forraizn Fower,- 
and the reſt are Factions, and Cedicious, and- of 
Rebellious Pripeiples ; but the Church of England 
1s Loyal, and a'ways was. A greatiinng this ©) 
be ſaid for the Church of Enzland, that When they 
have had the Prince and JL cars on their {ice they. 
havealways been extraordinary. Loyal. Bur turn” 
the Tables and jee what they are then. The late 
King did but fer ons a Declara:1 100 fr Indulging 
reader Conlcierces, and hw did-they Rant and 
Rave againſt it b. th IN their Pulpir & Private Diſ- 
courſes? . How did -t ey animate the Parliameac 
to oppole the King 18 It, and were not quiet till. 
that good King 61d recal his Decl: TER _—_ ?.. And 
how do they now, up4n occalion of the preſent 
Liberty of Conſcience, cuellion even thote Powers 
and P:crogauves in the Prince, that t the ey them- 
ſelves ( wh. n it fery'd for their purpole did. to 
vigoro.i{ly Pre.ch up? And allthis Buſsle and 
Stir when their L1-i2oank Pere raen s are 11 n0 | 
anger, but only heir Vow: r-of Ni; CLIN their 
Brer hren ſtrained, - What wo id- thete Ven 
' 1 tterlr Livcs, Eftates and Liberties were 1 
{at get hy L1as mage aZal 1: them, 258are now 
o4inſt others * "Then they voald without doupe 
- as Srat Male contents. to the Geye: nmet, and 
endeavour 
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endeavour as much toevadeſuch Laws, and avoid 
their Paſſive Obedience to them, and-conſequent- 
ly deſerve as much the Epichets of FaCtious and 
Seditious, - and Dil-afte&e4 to the Government as 
ever their Difſenring Brethren did. ?11is againſt 
Humane Nature willingly to be Miſerable. And 
no Man can be eaſie under thoſe Laws that would 
undohim: Andis it my fault that I am thus Un- 
caſte ? Or is it not rath-r-the miſtake of the Le- 
gillators to impole Laws thar 1 cangot obey, and 
therefore mult unwillingly ſuffer under? Upon the 
whole matter, I could nor but conclude chele Im- 
poſitions in matters of Religion to be Unchriſtian, 
the: Penal Lawscthar enforce them to be Impolt- 
tick, -and the extraordinary Loyalty of the Ciurch 
of England (by colour whereof ſhe procur'd them 
ro be a meer Sham and Pretence. TI proceed then 
ro conliJer and refletupon ſome of the Dofrines 
and Practi.es of this Loyal Church ef England, with 
relation to thoſe that diffes from her , wherein 1 
found her, as 1thought, Kable to many Ob/eti- 
ons, which occaſioned this Letter to my Friend. 
And therein Ithoughr ir no: Impertinear ro take 
notice of our extr20:dinary Happineſs in a Prince 
+ cf thatgreat and nodl: Principle of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience,the reatonablenels ofthar Principle, and the 
Lit - 


unrea{onableneſs and miſtake of our Penal Laws, - 
which were deſign'd tonite, bur do 1n truth more 
Divide us, and therefore are very fitly Suſpended 
by the Kiag, till they may be Repealed by Act of 
Parliamen:. Sir, Having lately read ſome moſt 
Iageniou; Papers. (fuppoled to be: yours) upon 
th:s Subject ot Liberty.of Conſcience, and mn oo 
ding my ſelf that in many of theſe things my 
thoughts do cancux wich yours, I preſent this ONE 
to you Gdei1r1ng you, it you chink fit; to cauſe it 
to be Printed. For my part Idare nor: think it 
worth Printing, nor, 1f Id1d, do. I know how ta 
oet it done, being -a private, Gentleman in the 
Country, that never was in Print, nor now other=, 
wiſe ambitious of. it , then that I may tell the. 
World how much I am, Sir, _ 


| Pour moſt humble Servant 


tober 19. k | 
1607. x 


STIR, | 
\ Mongit all the Polemick Diſcourſes,that are abroad 

| betwixt the Church of Ezgl/azd and the Church 
| of Reme, . T wonder that ſome things are not ob- 
' cQted by the Papiſts agaiaft the Church of Ezgl/azd, which 
. methinks ſhe is very obnoxious to, and which IT would 
gladly be able to Anſwer if ObjeCted. And becauſe I know 
you to be a Zealous Son of, the Church of Ezg/azd, and 
as able as any Body to defend her in her Principles and 
PraCtices, I apply my ſelf to you for ſatisfaction herein. 
Nor ſhould I have given you this trouble, but that I find 
our Vicar (who is no very mean Man neither, his Parts 
being better in proportion then his Preferments) is hard 
put to it to give me a ſatisfactory Anſwer. | 
We Charge the Papifts with Idolatry .in Worlhipping 
Images and Pictures of our Saviour and his Croſs, &<c. 
But inthe mean time we do not conſider that we may as 
well be blamed our ſ{clyes for Bowing at the Name of 
Jeſus, Bowing to the Altar, Kneeling at the Lords Prayer 
at the end of other Prayers, and putting off our Hats at 
Church when no Divine Service there, % The firſt of 
which, viz. Bowing at the Name of Jeſus is eſtabliſhed 
by a Cannon,and the reſt are ſo much the conſtant PraQtice 
of the Church of Exgſaxd, that I never knew cither 
Biſhop er dignifi'd Clergy-Man, or any other thought 
worthy to be ſuch, bus thoſe that Praftis'd them. T ex- 
pe&t you'l tell me, that there can be no hurt in theſe 
things, for that when we hear the Name of Jeſus it puts 
.usi1n mind of our Bleſſed Saviour, to whom we do the 
| B Reverence 


( 10 ) 
Reverence of Bowing. For Bowing to the Altar or 
Communion-Table, that is the place whereon the Bread . 
and Wine are Conlecrated,and where the Sacrament of the - 
Lords Supper is Adminiftred, and thereby our Saviour and 
his Paſſion particularly Commemorated, and therefore 
{urcly to pay a Reference to that place can have no harm 
init. For Kneeling at the Lords Prayer too in ceneluſfion 
of other Prayers, it is the form of Prayer that Chriſt him-. 
{eff taught us, and SanQAified with his own Lips, and to. . 
do a Reverence to him when we pronounce thoſe Words 
can have no hurt in't one would think. And for putting 
of our Hats in Churches, when no Divine Service there, 
{ure that can be no harm neither, to pay a Reverence 1n 
that place that is conſecrated and let apart for the Worſhip - 
of the Deity. DD 
Theſe things ſeem pauſible, and havealong time pas't 
for Currant. But for my part, when TI conſider what dif- 
ference there 1s betwixt our Bowing at the Name of Fe/ſzs, 
and the Papi/fs Bowing to the Image or Picture of Feſue, 
I can find none but this, viz. The difference of the out- 
ward fence by which the thought of our Saviour is con- 
veyed to our Underſtanding. For as upon fight of his 
EMgies the Papi/ts Worthip, fo upon hearing of his Name 
we Worſhip allo... *Tis true this Worſhip of ours cannot 
he call'd Idolatry, the: ſignification of the Word wo'nt 
bear it; but TI take the Venom of Idolatry to be a miſ- 
plac't Worſhip; and if the Papiſt in Bowinz to that 
which repreſents our Saviour to. his Sence of Szeing be 
guilty of it, I doubt, when by the ſound of his Name 
1e/ſus he 1s repreſented to my Sence of Hzaring, ard I - 
Worihip alſo, I'm hardly Tanocent. 
fn Bowing to the Altar too, becauſe rhe Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper 15 tiere, Admimiſtred, andthe Paſſion 
| | \ of 
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ef our Savivur is there Commemorated; what do I leſs then 
the Paps# Bowing to the Crucifix; whereby the Paſſion of 
.our Saviour is to him more ſenfibly repreſented ? And 


if Bow to the Altar, -becauſe that Sacrament is there Ad- 
miniſtred, why not to the Font alſo, where the other Sa- 


- crament of Baptiſm is alſo Adminiſtred ? Some will excuſe 


this Bowing to the Altar, by calling it Bowing to the 
Eaft, and pretend to give ſome inftigniticant Reaſons why 
we ſhould do ſo. Others will tell you of a relative Hol:- 
neſs in Places and Things, and excuſe it that way. Bur 
I would ask, If Bowing to the Ext be the reaſon, why 
no ſuch Bowing in Churches where the Communion- 
Table ſtands in the Body of the Church ? If becauſe of 
the relative Holineſs, why has not the Font as good a title 


_ to this relative Holineſs, and conſequently to the ſame re- 


ſpect the Altar hath? And what is this relative Holineſs 
mere in .any thing then its being Conſecrated and {er a 
part for Sacred Uſes? And muſt we Worſhip any thing 
for this? Upon the ſame reaſon the Parſons may by de- 

rees challenge ſome ſort of extraordinary reſpect to them- 
rare being by their Ordination ſet apart for Sacred Ser- 
vices. Methinks 'twere better for the Church of Exg/az; 
to ſpeak plain Engliſh, and confeſs ſhe Bow's to the Altar 
for the ſame reaſon the Papiſts do. 'They do it beeauſc 


_ they hold that after Conſecration the Water and Wine are 


become the real Body and Blood of Chrift, ſo tlat the real 


- Chriſt is preſent there. And this without all doubt was 


the beginning of it in the Church of Ezglan#d. We had 
it from Rome, and in truth we keep it {till upon the ſame 
reaſon they do, though we conceal, and will not own it. 
The real Preſence that we hold in the Sacrament, what 
to make of it I can't imagine but Tranſnbſtaatiation, or 
ſomewhat yet more ſtrange. For what difference 1s there 

B 2 betWI1xt 
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betwixt the real Chriſt being preſent by the Tranſubftans - 
tiating Power of the Popiſh-PrieltsConſecration,&Chrifts 
being really preſent by the as unintelligible Power of our 
Church of Ez21azd Prieſts Conſecration? Is it not as great 
a Miracle, for a Church of Ezgland Prieſt, by his Words. . 
of Conſecration, to fetch dowa Chrift from Heaven, and 
* _ tocircumſcribe his Omni-preſent Deity to the .Communi- 
on-Table, as for the Popiſh-Prieit; by his Conſecration, 
to tranſlate the Bread and Wine into Chrifts real Body 
andBiood ? And when we have his real Preſence there; 
how comes it that in the. Sacrament we really receive , 
his Body and his Blood? It mult be by Trantubſtantia- 
tion ſure, or ſomewhat leſs intelligible. even then thar. 
Now that there is a real Preſence inthe Sacrament, and - 
that we receive the - Body and Blood of Chriſt verily and 
indeed, in the Opinion of the Church of Engiazd, I will 
only cite you the laſt Church of E-g/and Author that I 
read, and that is the late Publiſhed Expolttion .of the 
Church-Catechiſm, Compoſed for . the Diocels of Bath. 
and Hells, Page 75, and 76. Heiandeed there confeſſeth 
it Unintelligible, and. makes ſome Pious Ejaculations there= 
upon. And what need there 15 to make or think this Sa- 
ciament ſo Unintelligible T proteit I know not. Maſt cer. 
tarnly our Saviour in his Lnititurion of it nere meant it ſo : 
Wien he ſaid, Fat, i545. a my Body, and Drink, this us my: 
Eos; _ He littic thought nat the Fronoun: (»y) ſhould 
occation tizſe Doftrines of Tranſubſitantiation and the 
Real Preſence ; if he had, he lurely. woutd not have gi- 
ven thoſe orher Directions, viz, 1 vat as off as we do it we 
fcorld dit in Remembrance of Him: Retaembvrance being, 
cly of Perſons and Things abicat and not preſent.. He 
ſurcly cid intend it aiplain and eatlte thing both to.be done. 


1it:y 
4underitood. As 1f be had .fawd, jor zoxr ſakes have, 
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left thoſe heavenly Manflons where my Father dwells, and 
where 1 ſate at his Right Hand, enjeying equally Eternal 
Bliſs in Unity with him ; and am from thence come down to 
put 0 Haman Nature here, and to become Obnoxieus 10 all - 
the Frailties and Iefirmities thereof, even ito Death it ſe!f. 
This Body of mine-muſt be Bruiſed for your Iniquities, and 
»:y Blood ſpilt for your Sins. Nay Imuſft Dye the Death 
foo, ever the accurſed Death of the Croſs, ( a Death more due 
to you ) that I may reſcue you from Death Eteraal. And 
therefore when I «4m Dead and Gone I would have you Meet, + 
and Fat and: Drink ſometimes together, ard remember me. 
When you break Bread, remember thu Pody of mine that was 
Wounded for your ſakes ; and when you Drizk,remember alſo 
Blood that was far your fakes Shed. Remember that bitter 
Cnp that I drank of ; thoſe horria' Agonies that Tendured to 
ſatisfie the Divine Vengeance due to you, And when you do 
this,repent of and forſake your Sins that brought me to it, aud 
believe in me, and rely upon this Satisfaition and Attonement 
thus made for you, So ſhall you Fat and Drink Worthily :. 
So ſhall you Grow and Emcreaſe in Grace: Sofha!l your Seals 
be Nouriſh'd and Preſerv's to Everlaſting Life; and [0 
ſhall my Fleſh ve to z0n Meat indeed, ana my Blood Drink in- 
deed.: This ſezms vo me to be the ſole and whole intent 
and meaning of our Saviour, when he inſticuted this holy 
Feſtival of the Lords Supper, viz. Thankfrn!ly ts comme- 
x:orate his Death and Paſjion, and to beljeve in him. How 
the Immortal God could become Man'2ad Dye tor us is the 
oreat Myſtery to ke Admired and Bcl-ved. Tit God 
was mide Man and did Dye for us is the great Mercy to be 
Remembred znd Ador'd. Now by thele. Notions of 


Tranſubſtantiation and the Real Freience we (1442 our 
Commemoration as Myiterious as the ttihg Commonnras 
ted, and conſequently the practical part ef our Re: fn, 
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which ſhould be plain and eafie, does become difficult and 
wintelligible. ? Tis good Craft in the Priefthood to make 
it ſv, who thereby make- themſelves 1o much the more 
Neceſſary, by how mueh the more Myſterious they make 
our Religion, And if they would fet to it, and make 
ti12 beſt uſe of all thoſe Figurative, and Metaphorical, and 
other Rhetorical Exprefions that are inthe Scriptures, and 
rake them Litterally, they.may furniſh us with Myſteries 
£024 ſtore. But enough of this matter. 

Now for the Kneeling at the Lords Prayer at the end 
of other Prayers which are ſaid Standing. W hat may this 
mean Itrow? Do we vary the objectof our Devotion 
win we uſe the Lords Prayer? Do we not in our other 
Prayers before it pray to the ſame God *Why not then the 
{me Reverent Poſture at one Prayer as at another ? Nay, 
metiinks if any difference ought to be, the moſt Reverent 
Polture ihould be uſed when we do our Devotions in. our 
0:70 imperfect Words and Forms, and when we uſe that 
abſolute Form our Saviour taught us, one would think 
we rather might approach the Throne of Grace more 
boiuly. | 

And when we put of our Hats in the Church, when 
tice is no Divine Service there, to what purpoſe is it, and 
tz whom do we co that Reſpe&t? It to the Deity, why 
2 w2 wall and talk, and tranſact other. matters there at 
the {ame time, as Parith Bufineſs, &c. If not tothe Deity, 
t Wom or wiat elſe? I doubt there can no good account 
be given of it. Yet Tam to of a tantivy Country Parſon 
11 Nert-19:t0z{bire, who being lately very angry with an 
honelt Netzhbour of his, for xeeping on his Hat,at a Pariſh 
Aiceting,m che Church, and being reſtrained from his uſual 
ant propr courle of Revenge, by the Kings late graei- 
- ©; 43201 1ma7ioa of Indulgence, he prevailed with a young 
Barenet 
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Baronet ( his Patron and his Neighbeurs Landlord ) to 
turn his Neighbour out of his Farm (where he had Live 
long, and paid his Rent well) to his no ſmall Dama. 
A wile Landlord, anda precious Parſoa inthe mcan tin'c, 
Pl! warrant You. 

Another Objection I have againſt our Church of Ezc- 
land, Is the Singing their Prayers in their Cithearal Serwice. 
We blame the Papi for Praying inan unknown Tongue, 
and what 1sthis leſs? Tt 15 Intelligible to none but thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it {o much is, that T doubt it is but lictke 
their Devotion, . And yet we tell the Pap//s, that all pub- 
lick Devotion ought to be Intelligible to all, and therefore 
nor in Latine ; and therefore ſay I too, not in this noilie 
confuſed manner that can't be underttood. 

Then there's the buſineſs of the Croſs. in Baptiſm, very 
lyable to Exception. . 1 Siga thee with the Signof the Croſs 

ſays the Church of Ergland) iz token that thou ſhalt be- 
come Chriſts Souldier and Servant, and manfully Fight unier 
his Banner, &c. ISign myſelf with the Sign of the Croſs 
(ſays the Papiſts) when in Danger, and upon ſuch like Ge- 
caſiens,in token that my Faith and Truſt i in my Bleſſed Saws 
our that he that hath ſet me free from the Bendaze and Slavery 
of. Sin and Satan, cay and will preſerve me frem all outward 
Daxgers. Pray where's the difference ? 

Another thing I objett againſt the Church of Exglazd, 
which I find in the Expoſition of the Charch Catechiſre, 
that I mentioned before, page 28.. where he tells us of the 
Saints Prayiag for us in Heaven, whilſt weare Celebrating 
their Memoriais here... If thzy can pray for us and dous 
kiadneſs, ſure we may pray to them todo it. And ſo in 
that point I think we are very good Cacholicks. 

One thing more I muit not omir to mention, which me- 
thinks is very ſcandalous in ourChurch of Exgland,and that 
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35 the flight regard we have to the Sabath-Day or Sunday, 
With what induſtry we have endeavoured to ſuppreſs the 
Obſervation of that Day,” the Book of Sports heretofore 
publiſhed and publickly read in Churches, and the ſeveral - 
Books written againlt the Sznday-Sabath, by Eminent 
Church-Men, may ſufficiently ſhew. Andat this Day it 
is enough to brand any Man for a Faxatick or Whizg if he be 
for the {triEt Obſervation of that Day,or for twice Preach= 
ing on that Day. How many Miniſters have been upbraid- 
3 ed with it even at Viſitations? It 15 the Opinion of many 
Learned Men, that the Obſervation of this Day is of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, which makes it at leaſt probable; and there- [1 
fore how unſeemly 1s it 1nus,who are a-Reformed Church, 
{o much to diſcountenance the Obſervation of this Day (as 
| if we were afraid of being too Religious) when at the 
| - ſame time we exa& the {trict Obſervation of ſame other 
| Days acknowledged on all hands to be purely of Humane 
Inſtitution. | _ 
H - Theſe and many other things in praice with us are ſo 
| like the Church of Rowe that it ſeems meer Obſtinacy in 
u5 that we are not the ſame with them. And certamly 
'Y all Standers by, that have obſerved for theſe twenty ſix 
\ Years. palt . vviat vve have Preaclit and PraCticed; have 
p | -thoughtus that vvay bent. But they vvere quite miſtaken 
} 


Tperceive. Wearefor a Popery of cur ovvn, a Yoke of 
our own making that. we would have the {laviſh Laity to 
wvvear. And 'tvvas for this that vve have procured-w be 
made and excecuted thoſe Pearal Laws, vvhich novv the 
World (too early for our purpoſe) does ſee through. And 
tothis end we have Preach'd up and taught that wholſeme 
Dattrine of Prayers and Tears by others, to be Praftic'd 
.not our ſelves. *Tis ſtrange to me, T muft confeſs, wh 

we ſhould retain ſuch ſemblances of Popery, and thoſe fo 
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unaccountable; and yet ſo eagerly oppoſe Popery it ſelf. 
The Apes the Uzlier Crearure much becauſe moſt like the 
Nobleſt Creature Man. ' And for. my part T think our 
Apiſh Ceremonies and Superſtitions are {6 like thoſe of 
Rome that they*re the worle again. And truly if we muit 
have {omany- Ceremonies: in our Religion, -give me Ol4 
Popery;rather then New: Thoſe Ceremonics of the Remazs 
. Church, Approv'd and Practiced by ſo much the greater 
part of the :Chriftian World for many Ages patt, rather 
then thoſe trivial upſtart Mimunicxries of them practi- 
ced: only within the narrow- Lunits of the Church of 
Englaud  _ © EEFEY 
But, thanks:to Heaven and our great Prince, our Cioice 
is. not ſo ſtraightned. A Nobler Principle far is by hits 
Great Example taught us. Be we bur Virtuous and Reli- 
glous, and: we may be {0 12 our own way. Modes 1a Re-. . 
ligion- ought not, ſhall not be CompelFd. Thoſe ſevere 
Penal Laws, that at the firſt were parhaps well intended, 
being made upon miſtaken Grounds prove InetteCtual, and 
ſerve naw only to affiſt the Haughty Clergy-Man in his 
Infolence, the Angry: Lay-Man. in his Revenge, and the 
Ravenous Informer in peru of his Prey. And when aLaw 
out lives the reaſon of it, and becomes inconvenient 1a the 
general Opinion of People, (as theſe have been allready 
Voted by a Parliament) why {ſhould it not be 1a the 
Princes. Power (nay'is it not his Duty )- to interpole and 
prelexye his People fitqin: Deſtroying ene another. by bid- 
ding ſuch fatal Lawsi-to ceaſe, at Jeaft till a Parliament 
may aQtually Repeal them ? . Sureelſe he'bears the Sword 
in Vain.  Whea he in his great Wiſdom ſees and obſerves 
that Humane Laws ,can'tireach the Minds of Men ; but | 
that 'that mult and will haFron: iAnd to compel the Body 
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without the Soul is but to force. Hypocrifie 5 from which 
ho Glory. can redound to the Prince, nor Safety to his Go- 
vernment. "When his Wiſdom approves as Neceſlary what 
his Piety inclines him to as Juſt, and for the good of his 
People: Shall he not then declare, My People [ball be. Free 
i . > ; p 
their Conſciences no lozger ſhall be forc'd in matters of Re- 
{i2jioa? - O Great and Gracious KING! This is to make 
us Free -inde:d. A Glorious and Divine Principle. A 
Principle of Univerſal Right and Juſtice, and doubtleſs 
moit azrecable to the Mind and Will of God, who ſeems 
O71 purpole to have plac'd the Soul out of the reach of Hu- 
mane Power and Compullion, and not otherwiſe to be 
moved rhen by the DiCtatesof right Reaſon; and the gra- 
cious Influences of his Holy Spirit.. A Principle that 
carries in it the ſum of all Religion, Impartial Charity $ 
that carries in it the ſum. of all Wiſdom and Policy, it be- 
ing the only Principle that can Unite divided Mankind 
heartily together. A Principle for which our Glerious 
Prince will ever be Renown'd in after Ages, when it 
ſhall ke ſaid, Kine F AMES the Frft United the Ring- 
coms, but "twas Great F AME'S the/Second that did U- 
vite-the People. And now Tamuponthis mighty Theine, 
lo great a Prince; and of 10 noble a Principle as Liberty of 
Conſcience, T ſhould not know when to have done did not 
my Sheet of Paper grow toe-neer the end. I will therefore 
orily add this ene things; That Priave that Governs 
by this generous and ;- noble - Principle, 2his - Government 
does moſt - reſemble that of the' Deity 4n Governing the 
World. - God Almighty , - the- great Author of all our- 
various intelleQual as well as outward CompleQions , 
accepts the variegated Services of his different Creatures, 
and is pleaſed-with the Harmony that ariſeth from that - 
| wa Diſcord, 


(19) 
Diſcord, finee all agree in the Praiſe and Glory of their 
great Creator. But no. more. I would beglad to have 
your thoughts of theſe things, in which, though I con- 
ceit my felt ſomewhat in the right, IT am ſure you will con- 
clude me-much in the wrong. Lam 
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Primus Facobus Regna Conmuntit, 
Secundus Corda: 
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